
1 

Inside this Issue 

 

President’s Message p. 1 

 

District Officers  p. 2 

 

Spiritual Growth              p. 3 

 

Mission Action Day p. 4 

 

Mission Tasks Report  p. 5-6 

 

Mission u       p. 7 

   

Mission u Registration    p. 8-11 

 

Spiritual Retreat          p. 12 

 

Census   p.13 

 

Sister Units       p. 14 

 

2020 Annual Sampler p. 15 

 

Calendar  p.16       

 President’s Message 

UMW Sisters, 

Our theme for 2019-2020, “Let Your Light Shine: Ignited for Justice” has been 

very inspiring for me and I hope it speaks to you and your units as well. There 

are so many Biblical images of light and fire – the light of creation (Gen. 1:3-

5), Moses and the burning bush (Ex. 3:1-14), Jesus’ command to be light and 

salt to the earth (Matt. 5:13-16), the tongues of flame at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-

4) and so many more. I have taken a number of the Disciple and Cornerstone 

bible studies. In particular I remember discussing the call of Isaiah (Is. 6:5-8) in 

which a seraph touches Isaiah’s mouth with a live coal to cleanse his lips and 

empower his prophetic call. I think so many of us feel like Isaiah – weak, un-

worthy, and powerless, yet we too are called, cleansed and equipped to be 

paths of transformation and justice. Our theme reminds us that we are called 

for a PURPOSE. It has been expressed differently over our 150-year history, 

but our organization has always been focused on sharing faith, hope and love 

to women, children and youth around the world. No matter what (if anything) 

may change in our denomination in 2020, you can be sure that the focus of 

our organization will remain on our missions and values.  

Is God calling you to shine your light in new ways this year? Personally, I have 

been seeing God calling me back to working on environmental justice issues 

and stretching me with new challenges for our district team. It will light my 

way to our North Central Jurisdiction meeting in Sioux Falls, SD in June. It will 

lead us into a new adventure with three separate Mission u events which I 

hope will provide more opportunity for you to invite others to attend and to 

be at these events yourself. We will have the privilege of having our Confer-

ence Annual Gathering in our own district as well as many special district 

events I hope you will attend and encourage and enable others to attend. I 

have no doubt that God has old and new ways for you to light the world. I am 

reminded of a Michael W. Smith Advent/Christmas song “Light a Candle”. The 

refrain goes: 

Light a candle, light the dark 

Light the world 

Light a heart or two 

Light a candle for me, I’ll light a candle for you. 

I pray that the light of the South West District, our Conference and National 

UMW blazes brightly enough to guide you this year, spark new outreach and 

mission and give you tools to live out your calling to bring about justice in 

2020 and beyond. 

Yours in Christ, 

Laura Pfeffer,    South West District President 

608-592-5228(H)/608-698-7508©       pfeffer.umw@gmail.com 
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2020 South West District UMW Leadership Team 
 

President      Laura Pfeffer 
               608-592-5228     Pfeffer.umw@gmail.com 

Vice President      Open 
 

Secretary     Charlene Mingst 
               608-935-5758      jcmingst@mhtc..net 

Treasurer       Open 

Communications Coordinator      Becky Yager 
               608-723-7451     byager@chorus.net 

 Spiritual Growth Coordinator       Marjory Lyford 
            608-233-5930       mclyford@att.net 

 Social Action Coordinator      Pat Gallus 
              608-393-9267    ptgallus@gmail.com 

Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 
              Kay Putman       608-592-2294 

Young Women’s Representative    Lucie Yaba 
          608-303-3007       lucieyaba@yahoo.fr  

Education and Interpretation /Program Resources  
Coordinator        Eileen Bennett 
              608-623-4659     bennettpesl@charter.net 

Nominations                     Chair             Open 
        Mary Friederich    608-897-2399 
                                grandmary12@laffhouse.org 

       KathyRadcliff       608-253-4133 

       Donna Fae Kruse    608-727-2313 

 

Historian                           Open 

Northcott Representative        Carol Lange 
               608-348-4588       langec@uwplatt.edu 

District Superintendent       Scott Carlson 
           608-837-0056 
           scottcarlson@wisconsinumc.org 

The nominations committee would like to thank everyone who prayer-
fully considered and said YES to being part of the S.W. District 
UMW leadership team.  We still have openings and hope we can fill 
them soon.  Being part of our team can be very rewarding and  en-
riching.  Please continue to  prayerfully consider joining our team.  If 
you have questions or would like to say YES, please call any officer in 
the above leadership team list.  Thank You! 

Until we have a treasurer, please send all remit-

tances to Laura Pfeffer      W10132 Koltes Rd.       

Lodi, WI   53555        Thank You 

mailto:Pfeffer.umw@gmail.com
mailto:jcmingst@mhtc..net
mailto:byager@chorus.net
mailto:mclyford@att.net
mailto:lucieyaba@yahoo.com
mailto:bennettpesl@charter.net
mailto:grandmary12@laffhouse.org
mailto:langec@uwplatt.edu
mailto:scottcarlson@wisconsinumc.org
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  YEARNING FOR PEACE   
      
   

                                              
 

We all hope that “things will be better” in 2020.  However current issues 
such as climate change, the presence of hate groups, divisive government 
officials, and violence in the world, make us feel apprehensive, especially 
since our actions to address these issues seem so inadequate.  Perhaps re-
calling the following words of Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero will help us 
feel more at peace:       
 
“It helps now and then, to step back and take the long view.   We accomplish in 
our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is the Lord’s 
work.  Nothing we do is complete. No statement says all that should be said. No 
prayer fully expresses our faith. No program accomplished the Church’s mis-
sion. No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 
 
This is what we are about ….   We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.  We lay 
foundations that will need further development.  We provide yeast that produces 
effects far beyond our capabilities.  
 
We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.  It 
enables us to do something and do it well.  It may be incomplete but a be-
ginning step along the way, an opportunity for grace to enter and do the rest.  
We may never see the results. But that is the difference between the master 
builder and the worker.   We are workers, not master builders, ministers not 
messiahs, prophets of a future that is not our own, empowered by the Spirit who 
draws us onward.”    
 
Archbishop Romero served in El Salvador where he spoke out against poverty, 
social injustice, assassinations, and torture until he was assassinated in 1980.    
 
Please consider attending our District Spiritual Growth Retreat on April 25th.   
It may help you discover how you could “do something” to help make our 
world a better place!                                                          
                     Marge Lyford,  District Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
   608-233-5930      mclyford@att.net 
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Due Feb. 1 
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COUNT !!    COUNT !!    COUNT !! 

 

It’s time for the South West District Census!  This year 

the 2019 count for National is not as complicated as 

2018.  Be sure to follow the directions and push SUB-

MIT.  This must be done on a computer by March 30, 

2020.  Last year our South West District had the lowest 

number of units reporting in the Wisconsin Conference.  

I know we can do better than that.  Let’s try for 100%.  

We can do it! 

 

If you have questions, please call for help.  The South 

West District can and will help in any way we can.  Call 

Kay Putman at 608-592-2294. Every unit President will 

receive a hard copy of the census in the mail in early 

February along with the 2020 SW District directory.  It 

will help you when you go to the website 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019 to enter 

your count.  Thanks for your help in reaching 100%. 

 

             Kay Putman,  Membership Nurture and Out-

reach Coordinator 

UMW Census!!! 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2019
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Arlington Kay Putman Madison -Asbury Laura Pfeffer 

Avoca Carol Lange Madison-Bashford Judy Loveless 

Baraboo Emanuel Pat Gallus Madison-Bethany Kay Putman 

Baraboo First Martha Boyer/Donna Fae Kruse Madison-First Laura Pfeffer 

Benton Becky Yager Madison-Sherman Ave. Marge Lyford 

Bloom City Mary Lainberger Madison-Wellspring Marge Lyford 

Blue River Martha Boyer Mazomanie-Midland Kay Putman 

Boaz Carol Lange Merrimac Eileen Bennett 

Brodhead Judy Loveless Monona Mary Lainberger 

Cobb Charlene Mingst Montfort Charlene Mingst 

Columbus Cindy Morse North Windsor Cindy Morse 

Cuba City Becky Yager Pardeeville Eileen Bennett 

Darlington Becky Yager  Platteville Becky Yager 

Davis Corners Kathy Radcliff  Portage Eileen Bennett 

Dells-Delton Kay Putman  Prairie du Chien Judy Loveless 

Dodgeville Laura Pfeffer Prairie du Sac/Concordia Pat Gallus 

Fall River Eileen Bennett Ridgeway Grace Laura Pfeffer 

Fayette Mary Friederich Sandusky Martha Boyer/Donna Fae Kruse 

Fennimore Charlene Mingst Soldiers Grove Carol Lange 

Hazel Green Becky Yager Stitzer Becky Yager 

LaFarge Carol Lange Stoughton Cindy Morse 

Lancaster Carol Lange Viola Eileen Bennett 

Liberty Pole Charlene Mingst Viroqua Carol Lange 

Linden Charlene Mingst Waunakee-Crossroads Kay Putman 

Livingston Charlene Mingst Whig Becky Yager 

Lodi Eileen Bennett Willow Valley Donna Fae Kruse 

2020 Sister Units 
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Calendar 
January 24-25    Global Water Summit - Detroit MI 
February 1    Mission Task Reports due 
March 14    District Team Meeting at Prairie du Sac 
March 13-14   Laity Convo—Stevens Point 
March 30    Membership Census is due 
April 4    Mission Action Day - Green Bay 
April 6    Mission Matters deadline 
April 25    District Spiritual Growth Retreat- 
     Dells-Delton UMC 
April 26    Northcott Annual Meeting 
June 12-13     Mission u at Oconomowoc 
June 20     District Team Meeting at Boaz 
July 20-21     Mission u at Wisconsin Rapids 

South West District UMW 
Newsletter 

Becky Yager 

10787 County Rd. K 

Lancaster, WI 53813 

608-723-7451 

byager@chorus.net 


